REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 3 and 7 have been amended and 
Claims 2 and 4 have been canceled, leaving Claims 1, 3 and 5-9 for consideration upon entry 
of the present Amendment. 

Support for the amendments can at least be found in the specification, the figures, and 
the claims as originally filed. 

No new matter has been introduced by these amendments. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112 

Claims 4 and 7-9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
Applicant regards as the invention. 

Particularly, regarding Claims 4 and 7, the recited limitation "spherical bodies 
arranged side-by-side" is not clearly understood. The Examiner notes that the spherical 
bodies are arranged in a "stacked relationship" or "linearly disposed" and linked together, 
rather than side-by-side relationship. As Claim 4 is not further rejected or objected to, 
Applicant takes Claim 4 as also reciting allowable subject matter. Applicant herein amends 
Claim 1 to include all the limitations of Claims 2 and 4 and to more clearly set forth the 
spherical body configuration in a "stacked relationship." Similarly, Claim 7 is also amended 
to more clearly set forth the invention. Claims 2 and 4 are herein canceled without prejudice 
and Claim 3 is amended to correct the dependency from Claim 2 to Claim 1. Support for the 
amendments can at least be found in the originally filed specification at Page 2, line 29 
through Page 3, line 2. Accordingly, amended Claims 1 and 7 satisfy the provisions of 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the relevant rejections and 
entry of the amendment is respectfully requested. 

Claim 7 is further rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Particularly, the 
recited limitation "on the closure plane of the mold parts" is not clearly understood and "the 
mold parts" is lacking antecedent basis. The Examiner notes that ribs are positioned 
externally at the connected open ends of the spherical shapes at opposite sides for 
reinforcement. Applicant herein amends Claim 7 to correct the antecedent basis and more 
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clearly set for the invention. Support for the amendment can at least be found in the 
specification at Page 3, lines 6-16. Accordingly, Claim 7 satisfies the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 
1 12, second paragraph. Claim 7 is not further objected or rejected and is thus allowable. 
Claims 8 and 9 depend from allowable Claim 7. Therefore, Claims 8 and 9 are 
correspondingly allowable as depending upon allowable Claim 7. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the relevant rejection and entry of the amendment, is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1-3 and 5-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 3,320,922 or 3,463,843 to Taylor et al. (hereinafter "Taylor '992" and 
"Taylor '843" respectively). 

As discussed above, Applicant cancels Claim 2. Accordingly, the outstanding 
rejection is rendered moot for this claim. Claim 1 is herein above amended to overcome 
35 U.S.C. §112 rejection and now contains allowable subject matter. Accordingly, amended 
Claim 1 is allowable. Claims 3 and 5-6 depend from allowable Claim 1. Therefore, Claims 3 
and 5-6 are correspondingly allowable as depending upon allowable Claim L 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the relevant rejection is respectfully requested. 

All of the objections and rejections are herein overcome. No new matter is added by 
way of the present Amendments and Remarks, as support is found throughout the original 
filed specification, claims and drawings. The application is now allowable to Applicants. 
Prompt issuance of Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' attorney at the below listed phone 
number regarding this response or otherwise concerning the present application. 

Applicants hereby petition for any necessary extension of time required under 37 
C.F.R. 1.136(a) or 1.136(b) which may be required for entry and consideration of the present 
Reply. 
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If there are any charges due with respect to this Amendment or otherwise, please 
charge them to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130 maintained by Applicants' attorneys. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



Registration No. 53,993 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860)286-0115 
Customer No. 23413 


Date: March 28, 2005 
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